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	History – Declarative Knowledge Progression

	Key Area 
	Nursery
	Reception
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Changes within and beyond living memory/ Chronology of lives and events
	· Notice differences between people.
· Know they were a baby once.
· Know past events in own life. 
· Recognise people (family) in photographs.
· Know some significant events in own experience. 
	· Know members of immediate family. 
· Comment on images of babies including own baby photos.
· Identify change in own growth. 
· Know some significant individuals from the past – make comments and comparisons about them.
· Name and describe familiar people in the community – police, fire service, doctors. 
· Know what is shown in images of familiar situations in the past. 
· Know some similarities and differences of people from now and the past. 
· Explore the past through stories.
· Know some differences in story characters past and present. 
· Know that things happened before own birth.
· Know language in stories that shows it happened in the past.
	Changes within living memory

Autumn 2
Travel and Transport

· Viking longships used to explore new countries and to trade.
· Key modes of early transport – sedan chair, horse and cart/carriage (rich/poor divide), penny-farthing, steam trains, steamships. 
· Innovations of using man-power/wind (sails), coal then petrol/diesel, now electric.
Cars
· 1885 - Karl Benz (German inventor) invented first petrol engine car.
· 1908 - Henry Ford (American and founder of Ford Motor Company) made a car called Model T – first car to be made in a factory. 
· 1911 - the first British car factory opened to build Henry Ford’s Model T car. 
Trains
· Steam engines and the use of coal – shovelled into fires by men.
· 1814 - George Stephenson built the first steam locomotive (a vehicle to run on railway) to transport coal. In 1825, he built the first public railway – he is often known as the ‘Father of the Railways’ due to his engineering work on building British railways. 
· 1830 - people could travel on trains for the first time.
Aeroplanes/flying
· 1903 – Orville and Wilbur Wright – known as the Wright Brothers – were the first people to successfully fly in an aeroplane. 
· 1939 - first flight of a helicopter.
· 1957 – first airliner flight carrying passengers.
· 1961 – first flight into space. 



Spring 2
Journeys of discovery
· Know that in the past, people learned about new things, places and people through exploration and discovery
· Know that Christopher Columbus was a famous Italian explorer, famous for discovering America
· Columbus was given three ships by the King of Spain to enable his journey
· Know the positive and negative effects of the discovery
· Know that Neil Armstrong was the first person on the moon
· He was part of the Apollo 11 mission along with Buzz Aldrin and Michael Collins
· Know what has been learned about the moon from the moon landing



Summer 1+2
Famous Women
· Know that women have helped shape History across the world
· Know that Queen Elizabeth II was the longest reigning British Monarch
· Know when and why Queen Elizabeth II became Queen
· Know her role in the commonwealth 
· Compare the life of Queen Elizabeth II with that of Queen Victoria who was the previous longest reigning British Monarch
· Know the role that Rosa Parks played in the Civil Rights Movement in America
· Know her role in the bus boycotts, what the cause and effects were of these events
· Know who Emily Davison was and her role the suffragette movement to allow votes for women – campaigning for equal rights for women
· Know what the causes and effects were of her campaign as a suffragette
· Know who Mary Seacole was and her role in nursing
· Know that Mary Seacole was a military nurse during the Crimean War
· Know that she faced difficulty in being able to join the war effort as a nurse
· Know how and where she tended the sick and wounded soldiers
· Make links and comparisons with Edith Cavell, who was a military nurse during World War One
· Know that she nursed in Belgium that was occupied by Germans at the time, she nursed soldiers from all sides of the war
· Know the effects of her nursing, as she was found guilty of assisting over 200 soldiers to escape German control, she was shot by a German firing squad on October 12 1915


	
Spring 1
The Great Fire of London

· The fire of London started on 2nd September 1666. It burned for four days. During the reign of King Charles ll. 
· Thomas Farriner’s bakery on Pudding Lane. An ember from an oven ignited nearby firewood. 
· There had not been any rain for months so the city was very dry. Houses were made of wood and built very close together. 
· Leather buckets and squirts filled with water. Axes, fire-hooks and gunpowder used to make firebreaks. 
· Once the wind died down and changed direction, the fire was able to be controlled and finally put out. 
· Six people died – including Thomas Farriner’s maid, 13,200 houses were destroyed, St Paul’s Cathedral burnt to the ground, around 100,000 people were left homeless, some slept in tents and some left London to live elsewhere. 
· The fire brigade was also set up as a result of the fire. New houses were built using bricks instead of wood. 



 
	Spring 2- Summer 1
Late Neolithic to Iron Age
· The Stone Age period is said to have started around 3 million years ago when humans started to live in Europe. 
· The Stone Age was followed by the Bronze Age period – this is when humans started to use metal.
· The Bronze Age was followed by the Iron Age, when tools and weapons became more advanced and were used for farming, hunting and fighting. 
· During the Neolithic Age (towards the end of the Stone Age), the humans farmed settled communities, and domesticated plants and animals for the first time in history.
· Stone Age – Skara Brae – Neolithic village site Orkney Islands, North Scotland. 
· Stonehenge was built in 2500BCE 

· 
	Spring 2 – Anglo-Saxons
Summer 1+2
Romans
· 1066CE
· The Anglo-Saxons were made up of 3 tribes: the angles; the Saxons and the Jutes.
· The name ‘Angles’ eventually became ‘English’ and their land, ‘Angle-land,’ became England.
· They came to Britain from across the North Sea in the middle of the 5th century.
· For a long time, England was not one country. Anglo-Saxon Kings ruled lots of small kingdoms across the land. 
· The Anglo-Saxons were fierce people, who fought many battles, including fighting each other. 
· The Anglo-Saxon period ended when the Normans conquered Britain in 1066CE. 
· Julius Ceasar was probably the best-known Roman leader. He extended his empire by invading other lands.
· Boudicca was a Queen of the British Celtic Iceni Tribe, who led an uprising against the occupying forces of the Roman Empire.
· A legend tells that Rome was created by two brothers, Romulus and Remus, who were abandoned after they were born. 
· Romans occasionally used a spoon, but they would never use a knife and fork. 
· Rich Romans liked to eat exotic food such as stork, roast parrot and even flamingo.
When the Romans came to Britain, they helped us by creating roads, a written language (Latin), introducing coins and even introducing rabbits to our country.


	
	

	Ancient Civilisations
	
	
	
	Summer 2
Maya Society
· Maya – 2000BCE-CE1600
· Mesoamerica – Mexico and part of Central America
· Key cities – Polenque, Calakmul, Tikal, Copan, Coba and Chichen Itza
· Religion affected all Mayan life from trade to agriculture – the ruler was the chief priest who would make sacrifices to appease the Gods – human sacrifices were only made on special occasions eg. new temples or coronations of Kings. 
· Religion was Polytheistic and they had over 250 names for deities – most important (supreme deity) being the Maya God, Itzamna
· Warfare was an important aspect of their culture
· They were experts at reading the stars and built their cities as a map of the sky
· Development of the Maya calendar to support farming
· Art and architecture were important aspects of society. They built pyramids and temples in the rainforest
· Pottery and the use of Jade and Obsidian enabled the Maya to increase trading capacities
· Spanish invaded in the 1500s and went to war with the Maya, many were wiped out in combat and due to European diseases
· Maya people who survived were forced to convert to Catholicism
· There are small Maya communities who continue to live today to maintain Maya traditions, working heavily in the tourist industry to allow public to view the ancient pyramids and temples.
· Maya used stone tools to carve the limestone that they used for their buildings.
· Maya religion was extremely bloodthirsty, demanding human sacrifices and blood-letting rituals.
· The Maya believed in an afterlife and that those who were sacrificed, as well as those killed in war and women who died in childbirth, went to ‘the place of misty sky’.
· At the top of Maya society was the king and royal family who were believed to be closely linked to the gods. An educated elite of scribes, priests and nobles formed the ruling class. They occupied the finest buildings in the city.
· Maya society was formed of a number of city states each with their own ruler.

	
	Autumn 1+2
Ancient Greece –
Things that changed the world
· Greece was divided up into small city-states like Athens, Sparta, Corinth and Olympia.
· The states often went to war. The Spartans and Athenians fought a long war called the Peloponnesian War from 431 to 404BCE
· Spartans were known for their strong army and ability to fight.
· Athenians were known for cultural developments and learning. 
· The Ancient Greeks invented the theatre because they loved watching plays, and most cities had a theatre.
· Events at the Greek’s Olympics included wrestling, boxing, long jump, javelin, discus and chariot racing.
· Democracy began with the Ancient Greeks in around 508 BCE. At the time it was only adult males living in Athens who could vote – make comparisons with democracy today and how it has changed. 
· The Ancient Greeks held many festivals in honour of their gods.
· Believed that the 12 most powerful gods lived on Mount Olympus
· Zeus was the most powerful of all the gods – god of the sky. 
· Hippocrates’  influence in medicine – through to today with Doctors taking the Hippocratic Oath. 
· Hippocrates developed the idea of clinical observation of a patient rather than just of the illness. 
· Theory of the Four Humours of the body – blood, phlegm, yellow bile and black bile. 
Greek mythology – myths and legends that explained aspects of life (BBC Teach)
	· Summer 1+2
Ancient Egypt –
Things that changed the world
· Cleopatra was the last pharaoh of Egypt before the Romans took over.
· Tutankhamen was known as the boy king, famous because his tomb was found in 1922.
· Egyptian men and women wore make-up.
The Egyptians were the first civilization to invent writing.
· Chronology of different kingdoms
· Why the pyramids were built
· Importance of the Nile for farming and life.
· Human rights – rich/poor divide, slaves used to build Pyramids
· Imhotep links with progression and changes in religion
· Sobekneferu 1st female pharaoh. 
· Hatshepsut – 2nd female pharaoh who wore a fake beard (females were not allowed to be Pharaohs)
· The treatment of Death and the afterlife, comparison with how Queen Elizabeth II’s death was treated. 
· Make links with other ancient civilizations that used mummification – Chinese, Incas (South America)




	Local History Study 
	
	
	Autumn 2: Robin Hood Myth or Legend
· Britain was going through a difficult ordeal in the 13th century. Poverty caused by the French invasion as well as King Richard's wars affected the lives of more and more people. 
· The Sheriff of Nottingham was the main antagonist of the popular archer. 
· The sheriff was responsible for enforcing law in the area and collecting taxes.
· The earliest reference to Robin Hood is a poem by William Langland from 1377 called "The vision of William concerning Piers Plowman”. 
· There was a person in Yorkshire called Robert Hod, who became an outlaw in 1225 and was deprived of his property. Nottingham Castle – built in 1068 by William the Conqueror.
· Outside of the forest is the parish church at Edwinstowe – St. Mary’s – where Robin and Maid Marian were said to have married. 
· Robin Hood is said to have used The Major Oak as a hideout.



Autumn 2
Local Study: Closure of the Mines 

· Historical Significance: Sutton-in-Ashfield was part of the Nottinghamshire coalfield, with several active coal mines, including the notable Kirkby and Silverhill pits.
· Mining Industry Peak: The mining industry was a significant employer in the area during the mid-20th century, with thousands of workers reliant on coal mining for their livelihoods.
· Economic Dependency: The local economy in Sutton-in-Ashfield was heavily dependent on coal mining, providing jobs not only in the pits but also in related industries, such as transport and engineering.
· Decline of Coal Industry: The decline of the coal industry began in the 1980s due to various factors, including the rise of alternative energy sources and increased automation in mining processes.
· Pit Closures: The closure of mines in the region intensified during the 1980s, with many pits shutting down, leading to significant job losses and economic instability.
· Unemployment Rates: The closure of the mines resulted in high unemployment rates in Sutton-in-Ashfield, with many miners struggling to find new employment in a changing economy.
· Social Impact: The loss of jobs created social challenges, including increased poverty and a decline in community cohesion, as many families relied on the mining industry for their income.
· What Are Mines?: Mines are deep holes in the ground where people dig for coal, a type of black rock used for making energy.
· Many Mines: Sutton-in-Ashfield had several coal mines where lots of people worked to dig out coal.
· Hard Work: Working in a mine was very hard. Miners had to work underground, sometimes in dark and narrow spaces.
· Mining Families: Many families in Sutton-in-Ashfield had parents or grandparents who worked in the mines.
· Coal for Energy: The coal from these mines was used to power homes, schools, and factories.
· Fewer Jobs: In the 1980s, many coal mines started to close, which meant fewer jobs for people in Sutton-in-Ashfield.
· Unemployment: When the mines closed, many miners lost their jobs, and it was hard for them to find new work.
· Community Changes: With fewer jobs, some families had to move away to find work in other places.
· Health Problems: Some miners got sick from working underground for a long time, which was a worry for many families.
· New Opportunities: After the mines closed, people in Sutton-in-Ashfield began to look for different types of jobs, like in shops or offices.
· Helping Each Other: The community worked together to support those who lost their jobs, sharing ideas and resources.
· Learning New Skills: Some people went back to school or took classes to learn new skills for different jobs.
· Remembering the Past: There are special places and events in Sutton-in-Ashfield that remember the miners and their hard work.
· New Businesses: Over time, new businesses opened in Sutton-in-Ashfield, helping to create new jobs for the community.
· Strong Community: Even though the mines have closed, the people of Sutton-in-Ashfield are still strong and help each other, making their town a good place to live.

	
	
	
	Autumn 1 +2 Local Study to include World Wars I and II
· During the reign of King George V – 1914-1918
· Remembrance Day is 11th November and a 2 minute silence is held at 11am to remember the time that the guns finally fell silent.
· Aircraft were still very new in 1914, so when the Germans launched bombing raids on London, they were carried out from airships, known as zeppelins
· Roles of women – artillery factories, farming, mechanics.
· Animals in war – horses used to carry ammunition and supplies, dogs used as medic dogs, pigeons used to carry messages. 
· Before the war most women stayed at home or worked in domestic service
· Approximately 16,000 British people refused to fight during the war
· Poppies are worn to remember those who lost their lives during WW1 and those who have lost their lives in later wars. 
· Poppies were chosen as they grew in the fields that had once been battlefields. 


	Events Beyond 1066
	
	
	
	
	
	Summer 1+2
Britain over time post 1066

Summer 1+2
Crime and Punishment
· There have been lots of new crimes in the last century (due to advancements in technology), as well as crimes that have been present at other times.
· Roman legacy- All crimes had severe punishments
· Their main purpose was to deter people from committing crimes.
· Anglo-Saxons- people who were accused of crimes had to go to court and be tried for their crimes, just like the courts in Britain today.
· Tudors- Public executions were still very common and the most common crimes were stealing and vagrancy (being homeless).
· Victorians - They built the first prisons to prevent people from committing further crimes.
· Criminals were often sent to colonies in Australia.
· Modern punishment- Nowadays there are many more ways to find criminals such as: finger prints, CCTV and DNA testing.
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